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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS. V VM. D. HAYWOOD , 
ET AL.: THE I.W.W. INDICTMENT 

Introduction by PHILIP S. FONER 


In July, 1917, three months after the United States declared war on 
the Imperial Government of Germany, the Wall Street Journal called 
for the immediate suppression of the Industrial Workers of the World 
(I.W.W.) "Why wait?” it asked. "The nation is at war, and treason 
must be met with preventive as well as punitive measures. . . . Instead 
of waiting to see if their bite is poisonous, the heel of the Government 
should stamp them out at once.” 1 

The I.W.W., at this particular time, was engaged in a series of strikes 
in the copper-mining regions of Arizona, and it was or ganizin g minin g 
agricultural, lumber and construction workers in northern Idaho, in the 
Butte region of Montana, in all of Washington, and in large sections 
of Oregon and California.* The State Secretary of the Socialist Party of 
Washington pointed out: "The I.W.W. members are demanding and 
gettting the right to organize, better working-conditions, shorter work¬ 
day, and higher wages. That is what their treason consists of.” The 
Socialist Milwaukee Leader agreed, adding: "It is evident that the war 
is being made an excuse to put them [the I.W.W.} out of business with 
an iron hand.”* 

Vigilante tactics failed to accomplish this objective. The deportations 
of Wobblies from Bisbee, Arizona, and the lynching of I.W.W. or- 

1 Reprinted in Literary Digest, July 28, 1917, 20. 

* Philip S. Foner, History of the Labor Movement in the United States, vol IV The 

Industrial Workers of the World, 1905-1917 (New York, 1965), 549-58. 

* Literary Digest, July 28, 1917, 20. 

Philip S. Foner is Professor of History at Lincoln University in Pennsylvania. 
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ganizer Frank Little by a mob in Butte, Montana, on August 1,1917, 4 
had not halted the organizing drive. William D. ("Big Bill”) Hay¬ 
wood, General Secretary of the I.W.W., boasted: 

The can’t stop us. No matter what they do we will go on and on—until we 
—the roughnecks of the world—will take control of all production and 
work when we please and how much we please. The man who makes the 
wagon will ride in it himself. .. .* 

There was only one solution. The New York Globe put it succintly: 
"The Bisbee plan'does not work. Only the Government of the United 
States can destroy the troublesome I.W.W.”* 

In the morning hours of September 5, 1917, Justice Department 
agents and local police officers in Chicago, Fresno, Seattle, Spokane, and 
every other city where the I.W.W. had an office and where important 
Wobblies lived, invaded local I.W.W. headquarters and the homes of 
Wobbly officials. Operating under what one historian has described as 
"perhaps the broadest search warrants ever issued by the American 
judiciary," federal agents seized everything they could lay their hands 
on: correspondence, minute books, typewriters, desks, rubber bands, 
even paper clips. These agents confiscated, from Chicago headquarters 
alone, over five tons of material—"wagon-loads of papers to examine 
for evidence of treason,” as one contemporary journal put it. T There 
was little outcry over the raids from newspapers, and the Literary Digest, 
in its summary of the reaction, concluded that "the press of free America 
... do not appear to regard the raids as one of those tyrranical perse¬ 
cutions of the downtrodden, such as our Republic was founded to 
prevent.”* 

The purposes of the raids, as the United States Attorney for Phila¬ 
delphia acknowledged, was “very largely to put the I.W.W. out of 
business.”* During the next several weeks Federal investigators, in pur¬ 
suit of this goal, went through the confiscated I.W.W. material; and 
they selected from the tremendous mass of correspondence, pamphlets, 
newspapers and other Wobbly literature, those items which, when pre- 

4 Aaron Gutfield, “The Murder of Frank Little: Radical Labor Agitation in Butte, Montana, 
1917/* Labor History, X (Spring 1969). 187. 

* Literary Digest, July 28, 1917, 21. 

• Reprinted in ibid., 20. .. f 

T Melvyn Dubofsky, We Sail Be All: A History of the Industrial Workers of the World 
(Chicago 19o9). 406; Literary Digest, Sepember 22, 1917, 17. 

* Literary Digset, September 22, 1917, 17. 

• Francis K. Kane to Thomas W. Gregory, September 7, 1917, File 186701-39-4, D/J 60, 

National Archives, Washington, D. C. 
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seated to a Chicago federal grand jury, swiftly brought indictments 
against 165 I.W.W. members. The indictments comprised five counts 
as well as conspiring with the deceased Frank Little and "diverse other 
persons" (who, being unknown, were unnamed) to violate federal law, 
to obstruct the war effort by means of sabotage and destruction of 
property, and by speaking and writing against the war and the draft. 
Other federal grand juries returned similar indictments in Fresno, Sacra¬ 
mento, Wichita, and Omaha. 10 

On April 1, 1918, 113 I.W.W. officials and members were brought 
before Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis in Chicago, and each was 
charged with more than 100 separate crimes. After a five months trial, 
the Wobblies were found guilty, and Judge Landis handed down the 
sentences on August 31. Seventeen defendants, whose connection with 
the I.W.W. was tenuous—one was a nineteen-year-old Harvard soph¬ 
omore who was not even an I.W.W. member—got off lightly. (They 
were either released on their own recognizance or received sentences of 
ten days in the county jail or one year and a day in federal prison.) But 
eighty-three Wobblies were treated harshly. Thirty-five were sentenced to 
five years in prison; thirty-three to ten years, and fifteen to twenty years. 
Total fines levied in the case exceeded $2,000,000.“ 

What happened to the "wagon-loads of paper” confiscated by the 
federal authorities? Before the trials had commenced, defense attorney 
George F. Vanderveer had submitted a petition for the return of "a 
large volume of papers, letters, books, documents, records and other 
property . . . unlawfully seized and taken from the possession of the 
defendants by officers of the United States Government in violation of 
the Fourth Amendment of the Constitution of the United States and the 
rights of said defendants thereunder...But the petition was rejected 
by Judge Landis. Some of the I.W.W. correspondence, especially letters 
relating to sabotage, written by C. R. Lambert who dismissed them 
during the trial as “just bluff,” found its way into the Transcript of the 

10 Philip Taft, "The Federal Trials of the IWW,” Labor History, HI, (Winter, 1962). 
60-62. 

11 Ibid., 74-75; Dubofsky, op. cit., 436-37. Ben Fletcher, the only blade Wobbly among the 
defendants, who received a sentence of ten years in federal prison and a $30,000 fine, 
commented sarcastically to Haywood: "Judge Landis is using poor English today. His 
sentences are too long." (Bill Haywood's Book; The Autobiography of Big Bill Hay¬ 
wood, New York, 1929, 324-25.) 

“ Petition for Return of Papers Piled by Attorney George P. Vanderveer In the District 
Court of United States of America for the Northern District, The United States of 
America vs. Haywood, et al, March 18, 1918. 
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trial and the brief of the Appeals to the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals." 
These and others were also deposited in the Justice Department files and 
were later housed in the National Archives in Washington, D. C. They 
have been examined by a number of scholars, including myself, although 
after William Preston, Jr. completed his research for Aliens and Dis¬ 
senters: Federal Suppression of Radicals, 1903-1933 (originaly a doc¬ 
toral dissertation at the University of Wisconsin), J. Edgar Hoover re¬ 
stricted and removed from the open archives items which were deemed 
"sensitive.” Among the collections still open, which include portions 
of I.W.W. correspondence, the most important are the pardon petitions 
of I.W.W. prisoners—RG240, Justice Department Record Groups in 
the National Archives. But even this contains only a minute portion of 
the confiscated I.W.W. correspondence. 

It would be pleasant to report that the tons of material confiscated 
from the I.W.W. have been located in some warehouse or cellar and 
will shortly be made available to students of the American labor move¬ 
ment. Unfortunately, this is not the case. The answer to the question of 
what happened to the vast collection of I.W.W. material confiscated 
by the federal authorities is that the bulk of it was destroyed by court 
order. On May 8, 1922, Judge George T. Page of the District Court 
of the United States, Northern District of Illinois, Eastern Division, 
issued the following order: 

. . . concerning the disposition of certain property now located in rooms 
838 and 839 of the Federal Building and die warehouse of the Federal 
Fireproof Storage Company, of the City of Chicago, all of said property 
being that part seized from the defendants and from the headquarters of 
the Industrial Workers of the World, located at 1001 West Madison 
Street, Chicago, Illinois, and from various subordinate branches of said 
Industrial Workers of the World throughout the country on September 5, 
1917, all of which material was not offered or received in evidence in the 
trial of the above entitled cause. 

And the court being fully advised in the premises, it is, Therefore, 
Ordered, that the Marshal for die Northern District of Illinois return to 
the said defendants in error all of the filing cabinets, books of accounts, 
and personal effects of the defendents shown in schedule marked Ex¬ 
hibit "A” and attached as part hereof, and that the Marshal for the 
Northern District of Illinois be further ordered to destroy all correspond¬ 
ence, literature, pamphlets, and other books now located in rooms 858 

“ See In the Supreme Court of the United Slates, Haywood vs. U.S.A. Transcript of Record 
and United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, October Term, 
1920, Haywood et. al. vs. United States of America Brief and Argument for De¬ 
fendant in Error. Several of the letters are quoted in Taft, op. cit. 61-71. 
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and 859 of the Federal Building in the Gty of Chicago, State of Illinois, 
and in the warehouse of the Federal Fireproof Storage Company, in the 
Gty of Chicago, County of Cook, and State of Illinois. 

George T. Page 
C. Judge 14 

On July 13, 1925, U. S. Marshall Palmer E. Anderson and Deputy 
U. S. Marshall Leon H. Taskyian certified that, "on July 10th & 11th 
1925 [we} went to the Federal Storage at 871 No. State St., with 3 
Laborers & Truck, took all of I.W.W. Paraphenilla (sic) consisting 
same as samples to the City Dump at 35th and Kidgie, destroyed and 
burned, using Gasoline etc., as said court orders for same . 14 

Typical of the property returned to the defendants, listed in Exhibit 
"A,” were such historically significant items as "6 small paper files"; 
"1 Hand grip property Ray Fanning”; "1 Large Trunk”; "1 grip of 
butttons,” and a number of Cash and Day Books. 1 * Ralph Chaplin’s 
love letters, which were seized during the raid of the Chicago head¬ 
quarters, are not listed in Exhibit “A.” 

In the Federal Records Center in Chicago there still exists some ma¬ 
terial related to the I.W.W. trial. Mostly it consists of the orders issued 
by Judge Landis to the U. S. Marshal of the Northern District of Illi¬ 
nois, commanding him to "take” each of the 166 I.W.W. members 
indicted by the federal grand jury and bring him 

before the Judge of the District Court of the said United States for the 
Northern District of Illinois, at Chicago, in the Eastern District of the 
said District, to answer unto THE SAID UNITED STATES in an indict¬ 
ment pending in the said Court against him charging that he 
together with William D. Haywood and others, during the period from 
April 6, 1917, to September 28, 1917, at Chicago, in the Eastern Division 
of the Northern District of Illinois, unlawfully and feloniously did con¬ 
spire by force to prevent, hinder and delay the execution of the laws of the 
United States pertaining to the carrying on of the war with the Imperial 
German Government; to injure, oppress, threaten, and intimidate citizens 
in the free exercise and enjoyment of the right and privilege of supplying 
the United States with war munitions, supplies and transportation; to com¬ 
mit divers offenses consisting of procuring persons to fail to comply with 
the registration and draft laws of the United States, and of causing disloy- 

I4 FU« of Criminal Case 6125, United States vs. William Dudley Haywood et al Federal 
Records Center, Chicago, Illinois. I wish to thank Mr. Bruce C Harding, Chief, Re¬ 
gional Archives Branch, Federal Records Center, Chicago, for his kind 
the use of the files. 
a lbid. 

“ Court Order, May 8, 1922, signed by Judge George T. Page, ibid. 
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ally in the military and naval service; to obstruct the recruiting and enlist¬ 
ment service; and to commit divers offenses consisting of placing in the post 
office at Chicago of mail matter for the purpose of executing a scheme to 
defraud employers of labor; contrary to the form of the statutes of the 
United States in such case made and provided; viz: Sections 6, 19 and 37 
of the Criminal Code of the United States, and Section 4 of the “Espionage 
Act” of June 15, 1917" 

The material in Chicago’s Federal Records Center also includes the 
petition of each of the 166 defendants for a trial record (to be used in 
their appeals—which would be fruitless—to a higher court) at no ex¬ 
pense to the defendants on the grounds that they were too poor to afford 
the costs." But there is also a document which has never before been 
published; the full text of the indictment handed down by the Chicago 
federal grand jury in the criminal case 6125, United States vs. Wtlliam 
Dudley Haywood et all* This document is published for the first time 
below. 

As William Preston, Jr. points out, the indictment pictured the 
I.W.W. as "a vicious, treasonable conspiracy to oppose by force the ex¬ 
ecution of the laws of the United States and to obstruct the prosecution 
of the war.”” But a reading of die document clearly indicates that the 
“overt acts" which were supposed to prove this "treasonable con¬ 
spiracy,” consisted entirely of official statements, policy declarations, 
newspaper articles, and personal expressions of opinion in private and 
organization correspondence. Not a single act was cited to justify the 
charges in the indictment. Correspondence was quoted indicating that 
Haywood directed an I.W.W. organizer to visit a particular factory, 


" Files of Criminal Case 6125, United States vs. William Dudley Haywood et al, Federal 
Records Center, Chicago, Illinois. The orders are printed and the name of each de¬ 
fendant is written in pen. 

*« Hid. Here, too, the petitions are printed and the name of each petitioner written in pen. 
In October 1920, the United States Circuit Court of Appeals reversed the convictions 
on the first two counts, but upheld it on counts three and four. Thus the Wobblies 
were acquitted of conspiracy to prevent and hinder the government from executing 
numerous statutes for the prosecution of the war, and of conspiring to interfere with 
the production and transportation of food, clothing, and munitions essential to the 
carrying on of the war. But they were still found guilty of conspiracy to interfere 
with the enforcement of the Selective-Draft Law and to violate the Federal Espionage 
Law and to obstruct Army and Navy recruiting. 

In December 1921, President Harding pardoned eleven of the prisoners, and in the 
spring of 1922, three others — all Swedish nationals — were pardoned and deported 
to their native land. The last of the I.W.W. prisoners were not released until Decem¬ 


ber 15, 1923 (Taft, op. cit 80-91). ^ „ . , _ . , 

w Files of Criminal Case 6125, United States vs, William Dudley Haywood et al., Federal 
Records Center, Chicago, Illinois. . . ^ 

*° William Preston, Jr., Aliens and Dissenters: Federal Suppression of Radicals, 1903-1933, 
(Cambridge, Mass., 1963), 119. 
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mill or mine. The purpose of the visit is not made dear in the corres¬ 
pondence, but this did not prevent the grand jury from concluding that 
the objective was either to sabotage plant operations or to interfere in 
some way with its production. In general, the indictment was based on 
I.W.W. expressions of opinion on a wide variety of issues ranging from 
capitalism, the class struggle, strikes and sabotage, to patriotism, war 
and conscription. 

The Grand Jury indictment of the I.W.W. makes espedally sig¬ 
nificant reading today when once again authorities are resorting to the 
“conspiracy” doctrine and attributing national ills to “conspirators.” 


IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS, 
EASTERN DIVISION. 

of the September Term, in the year 1917. 
First Count. 

(Section 6 of the Criminal Code.) 

Northern District of Illinois,) 

...( ) 

Eastern Division; )ss.—The grand jurors for the United 

States of America, empaneled and sworn in the District Court of the 
United States for the Eastern Division of the Northern District of 
Illinois at the September Term thereof in the year nineteen hundred 
and seventeen, and inquiring for that division and district, upon their 
oath present, that throughout the period of time from the sixth day of 
April, 1917, to the day of the finding and presentation of this indict¬ 
ment, the United States has been at war with the Imperial German 
Government; and that during said period of time (Richard Brazier, 
Ralph Chaplin, Joseph Ettor, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, Arturo Giovannitti, 
William D. Haywood, Charles Lambert, Francis Miller, Vincent St. 
John , Carlo Tresca, Ben Williams, William Wiertola, et al .* 1 } herein- 

u Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and Carlo Tresca were allowed a severance from the other de- 
fendantes and were never brought to trial. 
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after called defendants, at the City of Chicago, in said Eastern Division 
of said Northern District of Illinois, unlawfully and feloniously have 
conspired, combined, confederated and agreed together, and with one 
Frank H. Little, now deceased, and with divers other persons to said 
grand jurors unknown, by force to prevent, hinder and delay the execu¬ 
tion of certain laws of the United States, to wit: 

1. The joint resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
dated April 6,1917, "That die state of war between the United States 
and the Imperial German Government which has been thrust upon the 
United States is hereby formally declared;” 

2. The Proclamation and Regulations of the President of the United 
States, dated April 6, 1917, governing die conduct, treatment and dis¬ 
position of alien enemies within the United States, made pursuant to 
Sections 4067, 4068, 4069 and 4070 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States; 

3. The Act of Congress approved June 3,1916, and entitled "An Act 
For making further and more effectual provision for the national de¬ 
fense, and for other purposes;” special reference being had to the pro¬ 
visions of said act concerning enlistments and service in the several 
branches of the military forces of the United States, and the purchase, 
procurement and manufacture of military supplies and equipment in 
time of actual or imminent war; 

4. The Act of Congress approved July 6,1916, entided "An Act Mak¬ 
ing appropriations for fortifications and other works of defense, for 
the armamen t thereof, for the procurement of heavy ordnance for trial 
and service, and for other purposes;” special reference being had to the 
provisions of said act concerning the purchase and procurement of 
supplies, materials and articles for the purposes mentioned in said Act; 

5. The Act of Congress approved August 29,1916, entided "An Act 
Making appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending 
June thir tieth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and for other pur¬ 
poses;” special reference being had to the provisions of said act for the 
hiring of labor, the procuring of coal and other fuel, the procuring, pro¬ 
ducing and constructing of aircraft, ordnance, armor, ammunition, .. . 
and concerning enlistment and service in the several branches of the 
naval service of the United States; 

6. The Act of Congress approved August 29,1916, entided "An Act 
Making appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year 
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and for other 
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purposes;” special reference being had to the provisions of said act con¬ 
cerning the purchase of subsistence supplies, clothing and camp and 
garrison equipage, horses, medical and hospital supplies.... 

7. The Act of Congress approved April 17, 1917, entitled “An Act 
Making appropriations to supply deficiencies in appropriations for the 
fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and 
prior fiscal years, and for other purposes;” special reference being had to 
the provisions of said act concerning the purchase of subsistence sup¬ 
plies, ordnance stores, quartermaster stores, clothing and camp and 
garrison equipage, and concerning the transportation of the Army of 
the United States, and of the supplies therefor; 

8. The Act of Congress approved May 18,1917, and entitled “An Act 
To authorize the President to increase temporarily the Military Estab¬ 
lishment of the United States;” the Proclamation of the President of the 
United States, dated May 18, 1917, setting the time for registration 
under said act; the Registration Regulations prescribed by the President 
of the United States, under authority of said act, on May 18, 1917, and 
the Rules and Regulations for Local and District Boards, prescribed by 
the President of the United States on June 30,1917, under the authority 
of said act; special reference being had to the provisions of said act, 
proclamation and regulations for the registration, selection and draft 
of persons available for military service; 

9. The Act of Congress approved June 15, 1917, entitled "An Act 
Making appropriations to supply urgent deficiencies in appropriations 
for the Military and Naval Establishments on account of war expenses 
for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seven¬ 
teen, and for other purposes;” special reference being had to the pro¬ 
visions of said act concerning the purchase, equipment and repair of 
field electric telegraph, radio installations . . . and concerning the pro¬ 
curing of ordnance material and supplies, armament of ships, ammuni¬ 
tion, fuel and medical supplies for the Navy of the United States, the 
purchase of machinery, boats, vessels, clothing, provisions and stores for 
the Navy, and concerning the employment of labor for carrying out the 
purposes of said act; 

10. The Act of Congress approved July 24, 1917, entitled "An Act 
To authorize the President to increase temporarily the Signal Corps of 
the Army to purchase, manufacture, maintain, repair and operate air¬ 
ships, and to make appropriations therefor, and for other purposes;” 
special reference being had to the provisions of said act concerning the 
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purchase, manufacture and repair of airships.... 

11. The Act of Congress approved June 16, 1917, and entitled "An 
Act To punish acts of interference with the foreign relations, the neu¬ 
trality, and the foreign commerce of the United States, to punish espio¬ 
nage, and better to enforce the criminal laws of the United States, and 
for other purposes”; special reference being had to die provisions of 
said act concerning the prosecution and punishment of persons willfully 
causing or attempting to cause insubordination, disloyalty, mutiny, or 
refusal of duty, in die military or naval forces of the United States, or 
wilfully obstructing the recruiting or enlistment service of the United 
States, to the injury of the service or of the United States, or harboring 
or concealing persons who they know, or have reasonable grounds to 
believe or suspect, have committed, or are about to commit, offenses 
under Title I, of said act; and to the provisions of said act concerning 
the prosecution and punishment of persons using or attempting to use 
the mails or Postal Service of the United States for the transmission 
of matter declared by Tide XII, of said act to be unmailable, and es¬ 
pecially of letters, writings, circulars, postal cards, pictures, prints, 
engravings, photographs, newspapers, pamphlets, books, and other pub¬ 
lications advocating or urging forcible resistance to the laws of the 
United States pertaining to the carrying on of said war against the 
Imperial German Government; 

12. The following sections of the Act of Congress approved March 
4, 1909, and entided "An Act To codify, revise, and amend the penal 
laws of the United States,” to wit: 4, 19, 21, 37, 42,135, 136, 140 and 
141. 

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do further 
present, that before said period of time there existed, and throughout 
said period there has existed, a certain organization of persons under 
the name of Industrial Workers of the World, commonly called 
“I.W.W.’s,” the "One Big Union,” and "O.B.U.”; that said organiza¬ 
tion, during said period, has been composed of a large number of per¬ 
sons, to wit, two hundred thousand persons,” distributed in all parts of 
the United States, being almost exclusively laborers in the many 
branches of industry necessary to the existence and welfare of the people 

**This is a meaningless statistic. Perhaps one million workers at one time or another held 
I.W.W. cards, but the actual membership at any given time was much smaller. In 
1906-07 the organization had fewer than 6,000 members which had declined to about 
3,700 in 1909. This number had quadrupled by 1915 and probably jumped to about 
100,000 in 1916-17. 
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of the United States and of their government, among others the trans¬ 
portation, mining, meat-packing, canning, lumbering and farming indus¬ 
tries, and the live-stock, fruit, vegetable and cotton raising industries; 
that said defendants, during said period have been members of said 
organization and among those known in said organization as "militant 
members of the working class” and "rebels,” holding various member¬ 
ship, offices, employments and agencies, said defendants, during said 
period of time, with the special purpose of preventing, hindering and 
delaying the execution of said laws, severally have been actively engaged 
in managing and conducting the affairs of said association, propagating 
its principles by written, printed, and verbal exhortations, and accom¬ 
plishing its objects, which are now here explained, and thereby and in 
so doing, during said period, throughout the United States and in said 
division and district, have engaged in, and have attempted to accom¬ 
plish, and in part have accomplished, the objects of the unlawful and 
felonious conspiracy aforesaid. 

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do further 
present, that said organization, before and during said period of time, 
has been one for supposedly advancing the interests of laborers as a r ^s s 
(by the members of said organization called "the workers” and "the 
proletariat”), and giving them complete control and ownership of all 
property, and of the means of producing and distributing property, 
through the abolition of all other classes of society (by the members of 
said organization designated as "capitalists,” "the capitalistic class,” 
“the master class,” "the ruling class,” "exploiters of the workers,” 
"bourgeois,” and "parasites”); such abolition to be accomplished not 
by political action or with any regard for right or wrong but by the 
continual and persistent use and employment of unlawful, tortious and 
forcible means and methods, involving threats, assaults, injuries, intimi¬ 
dations and murders upon the persons, and the injury and destruction 
(known in said organization as "sabotage,” "direct action,” "working 
on the job,” "wearing the wooden shoes,” "working the sab-cat,” and 
"slowing-down tactics”), of the property of such other classes, the 
forcible resistance to the execution of all laws, and finally the forcible 
revolutionary overthrow of all existing governmental authority, in the 
United States; use of which said first-mentioned means and methods was 
principally to accompany local strikes, industrial strikes, and general 
strikes of such laborers, and use of all of which means and methods 
was to be made in reckless and utter disregard of the rights of all per- 


Copyright © 2001 All Rights Reserved 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA vt. WM. D. HAYWOOD, at «!. 


511 


sons not members of said organizations, and especially of the right of 
the United States to execute its above-enumerated laws, and with special 
and particular design on the part of said defendants of seizing the op¬ 
portunity presented by die desire and necessity of the United States ex¬ 
peditiously and successfully to carry on its said war, and by the conse¬ 
quent necessity for all laborers throughout the United States in said 
branches of industry to continue at and faithfully to perform their work, 
for putting said unlawful, tortious and forcible methods for accom¬ 
plishing said object of said organization into practice; said defendants 
well knowing, as they have, during said period, well known and in¬ 
tended, that the necessary effect of their so doing would be, as it in fact 
has been, to hinder and delay and in part to prevent the execution of 
said laws above enumerated, through interference with the production 
and manufacture of divers articles, to wit, munitions, ships, fuel, sub¬ 
sistence supplies, clothing, shelter and equipment, required and neces¬ 
sary for the military and naval forces of the United States in carrying 
on said war, and of the materials necessary for such manufacture, and 
through interference with the procurement of such articles and ma¬ 
terials, by the United States, through purchases, and through orders and 
contracts for immediate and future delivery thereof, between the United 
States and persons, firms and corporations too numerous to be here 
named (if their names were known to said grand jurors), and through 
interference with and the prevention of the transportation of such arti¬ 
cles and of said military and naval forces; and that said organization, 
as said defendants during said period of time have well known and 
intended, has also been one for discouraging, obstructing and prevent¬ 
ing the prosecution by the United States of said war between the United 
States and the Imperial German Government, and preventing, hinder¬ 
ing and delaying the execution of said laws above enumerated, by re¬ 
quiring the members of said organization available for duty in said mili¬ 
tary and naval forces to fail to register, and to refuse to submit to regis¬ 
tration and draft, for service in said military and naval forces, and to 
fail and refuse to enlist for service therein, and by inciting others so to 
do, notwithstanding the requirements of said laws in that behalf and 
notwithstanding the patriotic duty of such members and others so to 
register and submit to registration and draft, and so to enlist, for service 
in said military and naval forces, and notwithstanding the cowardice 
involved in such failure and refusal; which last-mentioned object of 
said organization was also to be accomplished by the use of all the 
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means and methods of aforesaid as a protest against, and as forcible 
means of preventing, hindering and delaying, the execution of said laws 
of the United States, as well as by the forcible rescue and concealment 
of such said members as should be proceeded against under those laws 
for such failure and refusal on their part, or sought for service or for 
enlistment and service in said military and naval forces. 

Overt Acts. 

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do further 
present, that in and for executing said unlawful and felonious con¬ 
spiracy, combination, confederation and agreement, certain of said de¬ 
fendants, at the several times and places in that behalf hereinafter 
mentioned in connection with their names, have done certain acts; that 
is to say: 

1. Said William D. Haywood, Ralph H. Chaplin, Francis Miller, 
Charles L. Lambert, Richard Brazier and William Wiertola, on April 
7, 1917, at Chicago aforesaid, in said division and district, caused to 
be printed, in the issue of die newspaper Solidarity of that date the 
following: 

PREAMBLE 

Industrial Workers of the World* 3 

The working class and the employing class have nothing in common. 
There can be no peace so long as hunger and want are found among 
the millions of working people and the few, who make up the employ¬ 
ing class, have all the good things of life. 

. Between these two classes a struggle must go on until the workers 
of the world organize as a class, take possession of the earth and the 
machinery of production, and abolish the wage system. 

We find that the centering of management of industries into fewer 
and fewer hands makes the trade unions unable to cope with the ever 
growing power of the employing class. The trade unions foster a state 
of affairs which allows one set of workers to be pitted against another 
set of workers in the same industry, thereby helping defeat one another 
in wage wars. Moreover, die trade unions aid the employing class to 

“The Preamble here quoted was the one endorsed by the 1908 I.W.W. convention. This 
convention deleted, fronri the original Preamble, adopted at the founding convention 
in 1905, the words (of second paragraph): 'This struggle must go on until the 
workers come together on the political, as well as the industrial field. . . ” It also 
added the last wto paragraphs here quoted. 
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mislead the workers into the belief that the workers have interests in 
common with their employers. 

These conditions can be changed and the interest of the working class 
upheld only by an organization formed in such a way that all its mem¬ 
bers in any one industry, or in all industries, if necessary, cease work 
whenever a strike or lockout is on in any department thereof, thus mak¬ 
ing an injury to one an injury to all. 

Instead of the conservative motto, "A fair day’s wage for a fair day’s 
work,” we must inscribe on our banner the revolutionary watchword, 
"Abolition of the wage system.” 

It is the historic mission of the working class to do away with capital¬ 
ism. The army of production must be organized, not only for the every 
day struggle with capitalists, but to carry on production when capitalism 
shall have been overthrown. By organizing industrially we are forming 
the structure of the new society within the shell of the old. 

2. Said William D. Haywood, on August 13, 1917, at Chicago, in 
said division and district, sent the following letter to The Workers 
Socialist Publishing Bureau at Duluth, Minnesota; that is to say (omit¬ 
ting the printed letter head, the complimentary close, and the signature 
thereof): 

August 13th.-17 

The Workers Socialist Pub. Bureau, Duluth, Minn. 

Fellow-workers:— 

Yours of the 12th inst relative to the translating into Finnish of the 
I.W.W. literature, and asking for my opinion as to which would be best 
to translate, received and the same noted with care. 

In reply will say I am sending you under separate cover an assortment of 
our literature which may be of use to you in this work. 

As to which I recommend, will say that I think "Sabotage” by Pouget and 
the "Advancing Proletariat” by Woodruff, are two exceptionally fine books 
that should be translated, on the others, I believe you can use your own 
judgment. 

1 trust that the work of translation will be carried out, as it is a necessary 
and valuable work, that must be done sooner or later. 

I note what you say in regard to the General Strike of the Iron Miners, 
and I am hoping for a speedy victory for them. 

3. Said William D. Haywood, on August 13,1917, at Chicago afore¬ 
said, in said division and district, sent, by some means of transportation 
to said grand jurors unknown, to the Workers Socialistic Publishing 
Bureau, at Duluth, Minnesota, a copy of a book by Emile Pouget, en- 
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titled "Sabotage/’* 4 containing, among other things, the following mat¬ 
ters in print; that is to say: 

Pages 11 and 12. "Of all the words of a more or less esoteric taste which 
have been purposely denaturalized and twisted by the capitalist press in 
order to terrify and mystify a gullible public, 'Direct Action ' and 'Sabotagef 
rank easily next to anarchy, Nihilism, Free Love, Neo-Malthusianism, etc., 
in the hierarchy of infernal inventions. 

To be sure, the capitalist class knows full well the exact meaning of these 
words and the doctrines and purposes behind them, but it is, of course, 
its most vital interest to throw suspicion on and raise popular contempt 
and hatred against them as soon as they begin to appear and before they 
are understood, for the purpose of creating an antagonistic environment 
to them and thus check the growth of their propaganda. 

American Capitalism having succeeded in making the word Anarchism 
synonymous with disorder, chaos, violence and murder in the popular mind 
—with the complicity of the cowardly silence of so-called revolutionists— 
it is now the turn of Syndicalism, Direct Action and Sabotage to be equally 
misrepresented, lied about and defamed/’ 

Pages 13 and 14. "A. Any conscious and wilful act on the part of one or 
more workers intended to slacken and reduce the output of production in 
the industrial field, in order to secure from their employers better con¬ 
ditions or to enforce those promised or maintain those already prevailing, 
when no other way of redress is open. 

B. Any skillful operation on the machinery of production intended not to 
destroy it or permanently render it defective, but only to temporarily 
disable it and to put it out of running condition in order to make im¬ 
possible the work of scabs and thus to secure the complete and real 
stoppage of work during a strike. 

Whether you agree or not, Sabotage is this and nothing but this. It is 
destructive. It has nothing to do with violence, neither to life nor to 
property. It is nothing more or less than the chloroforming of the organism 
of production, the 'knock-out drops’ to put to sleep and out of harm’s 
way the ogres of steel and fire that watch and multiply the treasures of 
King Capital.” 

Pages 20 and 21. "This booklet is not written for capitalists nor for the 
upholders of the capitalist system, therefore it does not propose to justify 
or excuse Sabotage before the capitalist mind and morals. 


14 Emil Pouget’s Sabotage > translated by Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, was first published and 
distributed by the I.W.W. in 1915. Actually, early in 1917, the I.W.W. General 
Executive Board (G.E.B.), at Miss Flynn’s suggestion (aid over Haywood’s objec¬ 
tion), had withdrawn the booklet and refused to publish a new edition. Miss Flynn 
was keenly aware of how the work might be used against the I.W.W. In like 
manner, most of the quotations from Solidarity and many of the letters of Wobblies 
quoted, were written before the period of the indictment. 
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Its avowed aim is to explain and expound Sabotage to the working class, 
especially to that part of it which is revolutionary in aim if not in method, 
and as this ever-growing fraction of the proletariat has a special mentality 
and hence a special morality of its own, this introduction purports to prove 
that Sabotage is fully in accordance with the same/' 

Pages 22 and 23. "Let us therefore consider Sabotage under its two aspects, 
first as a personal relaxation of work when wages and conditions are not 
satisfactory, and next as a mischievous tampering with machinery to secure 
its complete immobilization during a strike. It must be said with especial 
emphasis that Sabotage is not and must not be made a systematic hampering 
of production, that it is not meant as a perpetual clogging of the workings 
of industry, but it is a simple expedient of war, to be used only in time of 
actual warfare with sobriety and moderation, and to be laid by when the 
truce intervenes. Its own limitations will be self-evident after this book 
has been read, and need not be explained here. 

The first form of Sabotage, which was formerly known as Go Cannie, as 
Mr. Pouget tells us, consists purely and simply in 'going slow' and 'taking 
it easy* when the bosses do the same in regard to wages/’ Pages 26 
and 27. "This is not the case with the other kind of Sabotage. Here 
we are confronting a real and deliberate trespassing into the bourgeois 
sanctum—a direct interference with the boss's own property. It is only 
under this latter form that Sabotage becomes essentially revolutionary; 
therefore, to justify itself, it must either create its own ethics (which will 
be the case when it is generally practiced), or borrow it from the Socialist 
philosophy. Mr. Pouget extensively dwells on this subject, therefore I leave 
it to him to explain the importance of Sabotage during a strike. I only 
want to ethically justify it before the tribunal of respectable Socialists. 
Now, it is the avowed intentions of both Socialists and Industrial Unionists 
alike to expropriate the bourgeoisie of all its property, to make it social 
property. 

Now we may ask if this is right? Is this moral and just? Of course, if it 
be true that labor produces everything, it is both moral and just that it 
should own everything. But this is only an affirmation—it must be proven. 
We Industrial Unionists care nothing about proving it. We are going to 
take over the industries some day, for three very good reasons: Because 
we need them, because we want them, and because we have the power 
to get them. Whether we are 'ethically justified' or not is not our concern. 
We will lose no time proving title to them beforehand; but we may, if it 
is necessary, after the thing is done, hire a couple of lawyers and judges 
to fix up the deed and make the transfer perfectly legal and respectable. 
Also, if necessary, we will have a couple of learned bishops to sprinkle 
holy water on it and make it sacred. Such things can always be fixed— 
anything that is powerful becomes in due course of time righteous, there¬ 
fore we Industrial Unionists claim that the Social revolution is not a 
matter of necessity plus justice but simply necessity plus strength/' 
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Page 92. “Up to this point we have examined the various methods of 
Sabotage adopted by the working class without a stoppage of work and 
without abandoning the shop and factory. But Sabotage is not confined to 
this—it may become and is gradually becoming a powerful aid in case of 
strike” 

Pages 94 and 95. " 'Is a strike contemplated by the most indispensable 
workers—those of the alimentary trades? A quart of kerosene or other 
greasy and malodorous matter poured or smeared on the level of an oven 
. . . and welcome the scabs and scabby soldiers who come to bake the 
bread! The bread will be uneatable because the stones will give the bread 
for at least a month the foul odor of the substance they have absorbed. 
Results: A useless oven. 

" 'Is a strike coming in the iron, steel, copper or any other mineral 
industry? 

'“A little sand or emery powder in the gear of those machines which 
like fabulous monsters mark the exploitation of the workers, and they 
will become palsied and useless. 

M 'The iron ogre will become as helpless as a nursling and with it the 
scab . . / ” 


Pages 96 and 97. “As Bousquet and Renault have remarked, the strikers 
have not only to reckon with the scabs, they must also mistrust the army. 
In fact, the habit of replacing the strikers with the soldiers is becoming 
more and more systematic. Thus, in a strike of bakers, electricians, railroad 
workers, etc., the government immediately steps in to cut its sinews and 
break it by having the military take the place of the rebellious workers. 


It is consequently evident that if the strikers who are aware of the govern¬ 
ment intentions, should fail, before stopping work, to parry and foil the 
thrust of military intervention by making it impossible and ineffective— 
they will lose their fight at its very inception.” 

4. Said William D. Haywood, Ralph H. Chaplin, Francis Miller, 
Charles L. Lambert, Richard Brazier and William Wiertola, on August 
11, 1917, at Chicago aforesaid, in said division and district, caused to 
be printed, in the issue of the newspaper Solidarity of that date, among 
other things, the following matters, to wit: 

Page 5, column 1. “But the I.W.W. is more than a labor organization. It 
is a revolutionary union and the very word revolutionary presupposes 
something radically different from former concepts of what constitutes 
labor unions. 
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We Are Dissatisfied . 

A revolutionary body testifies to complete dissatisfaction with the existing 
order of things. And this is the first reason and main reason for the 
existence of the I.W.W, We are absolutely and irrevocably dissatisfied 
with the present system of society. We consider it a useless system and we 
mean to destroy it” 

5. Said William D. Haywood, Ralph H. Chaplin, Francis Miller, 
Charles 1. Lambert, Richard Brazier and William Wiertola, on July 
7, 1917, at Chicago aforesaid, in said division and district, caused to be 
printed, in the issue of the newspaper Solidarity of that date, among 
other things, the following matter, to wit: 

Page 2, column 2: "Capitalism is a hydra with many heads. War is but 
one of them; governmental repression is but one of them; religion is one 
of them, and the prostituted press one of them. If the working class had 
the power to cut off any one of these heads it would have the power to kill 
the monster outright. It is the historic mission of the working class to do 
away with the Beast, for there is no longer room on the earth for both 
Capitalism and the producing class. 

Irresistible Progress now demands that the workers take possession of the 
world and all that is in it. The Beast stands in the way of further advance¬ 
ment. That is the reason the beast must go, just as the atlantosaur went— 
to make way for a form of life more fitted to survive. And, in this "struggle 
for final survival, the odds are all on the side of the workers of the world, 
for they are the producers of all that the world needs for its comfort and 
health. Capitalism, on the contrary, has become purely parasitical, and 
Progress will penalize social parasitism with social extinction." 

"And the workers, and the workers ALONE, will give to this Nightmare 
of the Ages its final coup de grace . They will do this either by tearing open 
these arteries with the talons of sabotage or piercing its rotten heart with 
the Sigurd blade of Industrial Solidarity. 

But the Beast must perish. Kismet! 

6. Said William D. Haywood, Ralph H. Chaplin, Francis Miller, 
Charles L. Lambert, Richard Brazier and William Wiertola, on August 
18,1917, at Chicago aforesaid, in said division and district, caused to be 
printed, in the issue of the newspaper Solidarity of that date, among 
other things, the following matter, to wit: 

Page 2, column 2). "One thing, however, our enemies are likely to over¬ 
look, and that is the power of the aroused membership in action. It is a 
mistake to think that the I.W.W. is a loosely knit and easily intimidated 
organization. The banner of the One Big Union is planted in every 
industry in every State of the Nation. Red card men are shrewd, de- 
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termined, valorous and loyal to the causes they love. If they are hounded 
to desperation they will be a hard proposition to handle. There would not 
be soldiers enough in the country to round them up for arrest nor jails 
enough to hold them, once arrested. The I.W.W. is so deeply rooted in 
America and the world that it can afford to take the chances of an 
open war a whole lot better than the powers that oppose it. 

Stopping the press and closing the doors of our union halls, or even of 
the General Office, will not stop the work of the One Big Union. It isn't 
organized that way. The tenets of the creed of One Big Union and the 
industrial solidarity of Labor are written indelibly upon the hearts of each 
of our members. Our songs are known to thousands and thousands of 
workers the world over. Our system of job agitation is such that no power 
on earth can keep the union and its principles from spreading its influence 
and increasing its power. 

It was the I.W.W. that first showed the world how to fight effectively 
against great odds. We have shown the world how to go to jail in huge 
numbers, exasperate the taxpayers and block the machinery of 'justice/ 
It was the I.W.W. that developed a system of telling tactics to be used in 
prison yards and rock piles. The slow down* plan and mass opposition 
to unjust regulations would work as well in detention camps in jail—or 
on-the-job. The wide-spread knowledge of the effects of punitive sabotage 
upon modern industry gives the militant portion of the working class the 
power to stop or disrupt production at will. The membership of the 
I.W.W. is conscious of its power and knows how to achieve its ends, 
and is dead game to take whatever measures are necessary in order to do 
so. The preservation of the One Big Union is essential to the survival of 
the working class. In fighting for his union the I.W.W. [member] is fight¬ 
ing for himself, and his class. And, self-preservation, like the Copper Trust, 
knows no law/* 

7. Said William Haywood, Ralph H. Chaplin, Francis Miller, Charles 
L. Lambert, Richard Brazier and William Wiertola, on August 25, 
1917, at Chicago aforesaid, in said division and district, caused to be 
printed, in the issue of the newspaper Solidarity of that date, the 
following: 

Page 2, column 2. "Anyone with good sense now objects to being told that 
Czar Wilson is working for the interests of the working class in trying 
to force them against their wills into the bloody European slaughterfest. 
The treachery, duplicity and hypocracy [sic] of die present administration 
has done more to remove the time hallowed veneration for political govern¬ 
ment from the minds of the slaves than anything that has happened in 
decades. And the indifference of the chief executive of the land to the 
horror and misery of the lawless Bisbee deportation and the Butte lynching 
hasn't [sic] glory, and the President of these states has stamped the whole 
sickening mess with the seal of his approval. 
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Political government is now being seen in its true light, as the strike¬ 
breaking, stool-pigeoning and labor-crushing bureau of the bourgeoisie. 
The truth is further demonstrated by the fact that soldiers are being used 
to break strikes for the Oligarchs of Invisible government in America 
before they go to France to collect Wall Street’s war debts and to save the 
seas for the tyrannical British empire. The refusal of American workers 
to volunteer and their determined opposition to being drafted into the 
army demonstrates clearly that war is being recognized by the slave class 
as a cause of class hatred as they are now doing.” 

8. Said William D. Haywood, Ralph H. Chaplin, Francis Miller, 
Charles Lambert, Richard Brazier and William Wiertola, on May 26, 
1917, at Chicago aforesaid, in said division and district, caused to be 
printed, in the issue of the newspaper Solidarity of that date, the matter 
following: 

Page 2, column 2. "Every war is for gain. How much of this gain do the 
workers get? Nothing. Who does the dying? The workers. Then, if war 
is declared, let us, by all means, pull off the general strike to prevent it. 
What is more simple?” 

9. Said William D. Haywood, Ralph H. Chaplin, Francis Miller, 
Charles L. Lambert, Richard Brazier and William Wiertola, on May 
12, 1917, at Chicago aforesaid, in said division and district, caused to 
be printed, in the issue of the newspaper Solidarity of that date, the 
following: 

Page 2, column 1. "A great deal has been said and written about con¬ 
scription by persons who think they are doing their duty by merely con¬ 
demning it, just as war was condemned in Europe before the outbreak 
of the murderfest. But if we are to profit by the lesson learned by our 
fellow-workers on the Continent at the expense of millions of lives and 
untold-misery, we must recognize the fact that something besides our 
jaws must be used to thwart the dastardly scheming of the Thieves of In¬ 
dustry to reduce us to a condition of abject and unresisting slavery, and to 
keep us in that condition. Therefore it is not so much a question of what 
Labor is going to SAY about conscription but what it is going to DO 
about it. And in this regard the I.W.W. has the reputation of saying 
little and doing a lot. 

It is needless to say that the I.W.W. is unalterably opposed to war and 
conscription. We are convinced that the shedding of blood in the interests 
of the master class is a stupid and needless act that benefits Labor not at all, 
that merely makes the rich richer and the poor poorer. We do not see why 
we should be called upon to pay the bloody price of the commercial 
supremacy of the Industrial Parasites of any land. We consider the 
bombastic and far-fetched talk about Freedom and Democracy simply so 
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much bunk. The only place we have anything to gain or to defend is 
on the job. Had we the power we would stop every ship, train, mine and 
mill, every food and supply plant—every wheel of industry, and thus 
paralyze the machinery of murder and make it impossible for the ignorant 
man-killers of the bosses to gather their toll of the life blood of foreign 
slaves. We would extend the hand of brotherhood to the so-called 'enemy 1 
and strangle the gurgle for war in the fat white throats of the blood 
bloated money-lenders of Wall Street before it became articulate." 

10. Said Phineas Eastman, on May 21, 1917, sent from Augusta, 
Kansas, to Chicago aforesaid, the following letter (omitting the printed 
letterhead thereof), to . . . Wm. D. Haywood: 

Enclose you a motion made and carried unanimously here at Business 
Meeting, May-20-1917. 


"All members of the I.W.W. Resist Conscription, by refusing to join 
Any Band of Potential Murderers, or by any other effective method 
deemed advisable. . . . 

11. Said Charles Jacobson, on June 22,1917, caused to be printed and 
distributed and posted in public, at Virginia, Crosby and Duluth, in the 
State of Minnesota,* 5 a large number, to wit, two hundred in each of said 
places, of copies of the following circular, to wit: 

"Workers in the Iron Industry 
Workers. 

Your attention is called to the fact, that in this Land of Liberty, the home 
of the free, Hundreds of our fellow workers have been arrested, and 
throwen [sic] into jails that the workers have built, for the reason that 
they did not register because they know that the constitution of the 
United States, do not allow any force to be practised [sic] on any man 
under the jurisdiction of the United States and because they do not believe 
in wars, and practising for killing their fellow men, for the benefit of few 
over fed parasites while they themselves are in urgent need of the neces¬ 
sities of life. 

You Fellow Workers think this over for a minute in your head, and you 
will soon see that if we workers do not help ourselves, the master class 
will not help us. We are here produsing [sic] the iron of which the war 
machineries is built from. Thousands of tons of our sweat and blood is 
sunk into the bottom of the oceans, and millions of our fellow men are 
being killed, and others are wounded for cannons food. 


** The I.W.W. had led the iron ore miners of the Mesabi Range in the militant 1916 strike 
which had brought a number of improvements in conditions. The Wobblies had 
promised to return to the Range in 1917 and continue the battle in behalf of the 
miners. 
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You workers must stop of furnishing the master the matirial [sic] of 
which the war structures are made of, and same time defend our innocent 
fellow workers, who believe that they will not murder your brothers or 
your father, nor destroy your home. 

We appeal to your workers of the Iron Industry to prepare for a walk 
out from your jobs, and demand that the imprisoned fellow workers are 
immediately released. Thousands ♦ . . of men in the copper industries in 
the State of Montana, are on strike already to defend our fellow workers, 
thousands more will in a few days be out in the lumber industry, of the 
West. 

Prepare yourselves miners and all other workers, to go out on strike on 
the moments notice. DO NOT BE SLASKERS [sic] TO DEFEND YOUR 
OUWN [sic] CLASS.” 

12. Said James Rowan, on August 2, 1917, sent the following letter 
from Seattle, Washington, to ... William D. Haywood: 

There has been considerable agitation in Seattle among the lumber mills, 
ship yards and other industries and the old bugaboo of “patriotism” is 
being preached on all sides. The Government has been asked to interfere 
and it is reported that Government agents here are active. 

We have the good will of the German people here and we feel sure that 
they are in sympathy with our cause. We do not call them Germans however 
but refer to them the same as others, as Fellow Workers. 

We are going to carry our points if we have to stop every industry on the 
Pacific Coast. We did not declare war and we have not consented to the 
workingman giving up his liberties and being drafted. 

Yours for industrial freedom, 

THE STRIKE COMMITTEE. 


14. Said James Rowan, on August 10,1917, in the State of Washing¬ 
ton, caused to be printed and distributed among members of "Local 
400" of said organization a printed circular containing, among other 
things, the following: 

“ON August 14th the case of our fellow workers in jail at North Yakima 
will come to trial. Habeas corpus proceedings will be taken in the Federal 
courts. These men have committed no crime. There are no charges against 
them. They are simply held in defiance of all constitutional guarantees 
because they are members of a union and are considered dangerous to the 
profits of the masters. 

Fellow workers, if these men and all other members of our organization in 
the northwestern states are not turned loose by the 20th, let our answer 
be a General Strike of all men employed in the harvest fields and the fruit 
orchards in these states. Let the harvest go to waste and the fruit rot on 


Copyright ©2001 All Rights Reserved 




522 


LABOR HISTORY 


the ground. If the laws of the country are set aside and the constitution 
overruled in the interests of a gang of profit hungry pirates then we will 
have recourse to the court of the working class. By the use of our organised 
economic power we will force the ruling class to give justice to our mem¬ 
bers or else the crops of the northwest territory shall be left unharvested/' 


16. Said William D. Haywood, on September 5, 1917, prepared and 
sent from Chicago aforesaid to Duluth, Minnesota, the following letter 
... to Pietro Nigri: 


I think for a while we ought to carry on an educational campaign thru 
our literature on the Range, and spread all kinds of leaflets and pamphlets 
amongst the miners in all languages, and get them to studying our prin¬ 
ciples, then they will be easier to organize when we have a chance to send 
our organizers amongst them again. 

Hoping that you are working on the translations into Italian of our 
literature. 

17. Said William D. Haywood, on the several dates here shown in 
connection therewith, sent the following telegrams from Chicago afore¬ 
said, in said division and district, to the several persons named therein, 
to wit: 


July 13th, 1917. 

President Wilson, 

Washington, D. C. 

More than two thousand men who were dragged from their homes and 
forcibly deported from Bisbee, Arizona, are adrift on the desert at 
Hermanas, New Mexico.* 6 These men are miners, useful citizens, residents 
of Bisbee, Arizona. The United States can ill afford to permit these 
Russianized methods to go unchecked. We demand that these men be 
cared for and restored to their homes and families. 

Wm. D. Haywood 

General Secretary-Treasurer Industrial 
Workers of the World. 


46 Ou July 12, 1917, 2,000 armed vigilantes and deputies had rounded up striking I.W.W. 
copper miners in Bisbee, Arizona, crammed them into cattle cars, and stranded them 
on the desert at Hermanas, New Mexico without food or water, and under the threat 
of death if they dared to return to their homes and families in Bisbee. 
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July 30,1917 

President Wilson, 

Whitehouse, 

Washington, D. C. 

General Strike of metal workers of Michigan has been declared. Minnesota 
next. Harvest workers of North and South Dakota will follow unless 
miners at Columbus New Mexico are returned to their homes and families 
at Bisbee, Arizona. 

Wm. D. Haywood. 

"August 3, 1917. 

Charles Plahn, 

Fond Du Lac, Wis. 

Go to Bessemer, Michigan. Report at Finn Hall. 

Wm. D. Haywood. 

"August 10, 1917. 

A. S. Embree, 

Columbus, New Mexico. 

All money for miners will go to Perry. Strike on Cayuna and Mesaba 
Range, Minnesota. 

Wm. D. Haywood. 


18. Said Grover H. Perry and Charles H. MacKinnon, on July 10, 
1917, sent the following telegram from Salt Lake, Utah, to said William 
D. Haywood at Chicago aforesaid, to wit: 

Wm. D. Haywood, 

1001 W. Madison St., Chicago 

Bisbee wires for funds before twelve o’clock today. Feeding thousand 
Mexicans daily. Jerome wires for five hundred. Situation acute. Wire me 
three thousand dollars today. Waive identification. 

Perty-Mack-innon 

506 Boyd Park Bldg.” 


19. Said Charles Jacobson, on August 4, 1917, sent the following 
telegram from Duluth, Minnesota, to said William D. Haywood, at 
Chicago aforesaid, to wit: 


"Duluth Minn Aug 4 1917 


Wm D Haywood 

1001 West Madison St Chicago Ills 


Thirty or forty men arrested in Michigan charges conspiracy against the 
mining companies if there is attorney there that you can send do it here 
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is copy of a telegram from Slonim about a attorney in Ironwood only one 
attorney to handle matter he made following proposition cash retainer 
five hundred dollars fifty dollars per day in court twenty five per day for 
work out of court fifty dollars additional retainer if any new case if you 
decide to retain him send five hundred dollars at once some dope 

Chas Jacobson” 

20. Said Harry Lloyd, on August 7,1917, sent the following telegram 
from Portland, Oregon, to said William D. Haywood, at Chicago afore¬ 
said, to wit: 


"Portland Ore, 342P Aug 7 1917 

William D Haywood, 

Chgo Ills. 


All branches of Orgon [sic] have gone on record for a national genl 
strike against the despotism of the deportation of the Arizona miners and 
the cold blooded murder of Little such despotism in a socalled free nation 
must stop. A nation wide strike is the only weapon left in labors hands. 
The workers of America must fight for industrial democracy. On with 
the national general strike. Wire acknowledgement 

Harry Lloyd, 

Secy,” 


Conclusion. 


And so the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do say, 
that said defendants, during the period of time, at the place, and in 
manner and form, aforesaid, unlawfully and feloniously have conspired 
by force to prevent, hinder and delay the execution of laws of the United 
States; against the peace and dignity of the United States, and contrary 
to the form of the statute of the same in such case made and provided. 

Second Count. 

(Section 19 of the Criminal Code.) 

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do further 
present, that said defendants named in the first count of this indictment, 
throughout the period of time from April 6, 1917, to the day of the 
finding and presentation of this indictment, at said Gty of Chicago, in 
said Eastern Division of said Northern District of Illinois, unlawfully 
and feloniously have conspired together, and with one Frank H. Little, 
now deceased, and with divers other persons to said grand jurors un¬ 
known, to injure, oppress, threaten, and intimidate a great number of 
citizens of the United States in the free exercise and enjoyment by them 
respectively of a certain right and privilege secured to them by the Con- 
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stitution and laws of the United States, the names and the number of 
which said citizens . . . who during said period of time have been 
fur nishin g and endeavoring to furnish, to the United States, in pursu¬ 
ance of sales, orders and contracts between them and the United States, 
munitions, ships, fuel, subsistence supplies, clothing, shelter and equip¬ 
ment, necessary for the military and naval forces of the United States 
in carrying on its war with the Imperial German Government in said 
first count referred to, materials necessary for the manufacture of those 
articles, and transportation of said articles and materials and of said 
military and naval forces ... said defendants are charged in said count 
with conspiring to prevent, hinder and delay the execution; that is to 
say, the right and privileges of furnishing, to said United States, without 
interference, hinderance or obstruction by others, said articles, materials 
and transportation: which said conspiracy in this count mentioned has 
been one for injuring, oppressing, threatening and intimating said citi¬ 
zens by interfering with, hindering and obstructing them in the free 
exercise and enjoyment of said right and privilege by and through the 
continued and persistent use and employment, by said defendants, under 
the circumstances and conditions in said count described, of the unlaw¬ 
ful and felonious conspiracy in that count charged against said de¬ 
fendants ... 

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do further 
present, that in and for executing said unlawful and felonious con¬ 
spiracy in this count charged, certain of said defendants have done the 
several acts described in said first count under the heading of "Overt 
Acts”, at the several times and places there stated. 

Against the peace and dignity of the United States, and contrary to the 
form of the statute of the same in such case made and provided. 

Third Count. 

(Section 37 of the Criminal Code in connection with Section 332 of 
the Criminal Code, Section 3 of the Act of May 18,1917, and Article 58 
of the Articles of War in the Act of August 29,1916.) 

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do further 
present, that throughout the period of time from May 18, 1917, to the 
day of the finding and presentation of this indictment, the United States 
has been at war with the Imperial German Government; and that con¬ 
tinuously throughout said period of time said defendants named in the 
first count of this indictment, at said City of Chicago, in said Eastern 
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Division of said Northern District of Illinois, then being members of 
the organization described in said first count, and called "Industrial 
Workers of the World”, "I.W.W.’s”, the "One Big Union” and 
"O.B.U.’s”, unlawfully and feloniously have conspired, combined, con¬ 
federated and agreed together, and with one Frank H. Little, now 
deceased, and with divers other persons to said grand jurors unknown, to 
commit divers, to wit, ten thousand offenses against the United States; 
that is to say, ten thousand offenses each to consist in unlawfully aiding, 
abetting, counseling, commanding, inducing and procuring one of the 
ten thousand male persons, other members of said organization, who on 
June 5, 1917, respectively attained their twenty-first birthday and who 
did not on that day attain their thirty-first birthday, and who have been 
required by the Proclamation of the President of the United States dated 
May 18, 1917, to present themselves for and submit to registration, 
under the Act of Congress approved May 18, 1917, and entitled "An 
Act to authorize the President to increase temporarily the Military Es¬ 
tablishment of the United States,” at the divers registration places in 
the divers precincts in said Eastern Division of the Northern District of 
Illinois, and in the divers other precincts in other states of the United 
States, wherein said persons have by law respectively been required to 
present themselves for and submit to such registration, whose names, 
and the designation of which said precincts, are to said grand jurors 
unknown, unlawfully and willfully to fail and refuse so to present 
himself for registration and so to submit thereto; none of such persons 
being an officer or an enlisted man of the Regular Army, of the Navy, 
of the Marine Corps, or of the National Guard or Naval Malitia [sic} 
in the service of the United States, or an officer in the Reserve Corps 
or an enlisted man in the Enlisted Reserve Corps in active service; and 
divers, to wit, five thousand, other offenses against the United States, 
that is to say, five thousand offenses each to consist in lawfully and 
feloniously aiding, abetting, counseling, commanding, including and 
procuring one of the five thosuand persons, still other members of said 
organization, who should become subject to the military law of the 
United States under and through the enforcement of the provisions of 
the Act of Congress in this count of this indictment above mentioned 
and of The Proclamations, Rules and Regulations of the President of 
the United States made in pursuance of said Act of Congress, and whose 
names are also unknown to said grand jurors, unlawfully and feloni¬ 
ously to desert the service of the United States in time of war; said 
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defendants not then being themselves subject to military law of the 
United States. 


Fourth Count. 

(Section of the ’’Espionage Act” of June 15, 1917, in connection with 
Section 3 of that Act.) 

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do further 
present, that throughout die period of time from June 15, 1917, to the 
day of the finding and presentation of this indictment, the United States 
has been at war with the Imperial German Government; and that con¬ 
tinuously throughout said period of time said defendants named in the 
first count of this indictment, at said City of Chicago, in said Eastern 
Division of said Northern District of Illinois, then being members of 
the organization described in said first count and called ’’Industrial 
Workers of the World,” "I.W.W.’s,” the "One Big Union,” and 
"O.P.U.’s,” unlawfully and feloniously have conspired, combined, con¬ 
federated and agreed together, and with one Frank H. Little, now de¬ 
ceased, and with divers other persons to said grand jurors unknown, to 
commit a certain offense against the United States, to wit, the offense 
of unlawfully, feloniously and willfully causing and attempting to cause 
insubordination, disloyalty, and refusal of duty in the military and 
naval forces of the United States, when the United States was at war; 
and this through and by means of personal solicitation, of public 
speeches, of articles printed in certain newspapers called "Solidarity,” 
"Industrial Worker,” “A Bermunkas,” "Darbininku Balsas,” "II Pro- 
letario,” "Industrial Unionists," "Rabochy,” "El Rebelde,” "A Luz,” 
"Alarm,” "Solidamosc,” and "Australian Administration,” circulating 
throughout the United States, and of the public distribution of certain 
pamphlets entitled "War and die Workers,” "Patriotism and the 
Workers” and "Preamble and Constitution of die Industrial Workers 
of the World”, the same being solicitations, speeches, articles and 
pamphlets persistently urging insubordination, disloyalty and refusal 
of duty in said military and naval forces and failure and refusal on the 
part of available persons to enlist therein; and another offense against 
the United States, to wit, the offense of unlawfully, feloniously and 
willfully, by and through the means last aforesaid, obstructing the re¬ 
cruiting and enlistment service of the United States, when the United 
States was at war, to the injury of that service and of the United States. 
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Fifth Count. 

(Section 37 of the Criminal Code in connection with Section 215 of the 
Criminal Code.) 

And the grand juror aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid, do further 
present, that the defendants in the first count of this indictment named, 
throughout the period of time from April 6, 1917, to the day of the 
finding and presentation of this indictment, at said City of Chicago, in 
said Eastern Division of said Northern District of Illinois, unlawfully 
and feloniously have conspired, combined, confederated and agreed 
together, and with one Frank H. Little, now deceased, and with divers 
other persons to said grand jurors unknown, to commit divers, to wit, 
twenty, offenses against the United States, that is to say twenty offenses 
each to consist in placing, and causing to be placed on Saturday of each 
week, in the post office of the United States at Chicago aforesaid, to be 
sent and delivered by the post office establishment of the United States, 
a large number, to wit, fifteen thousand, copies of a certain newspaper 
called "Solidarity”, and one thousand other offenses each to consist in 
placing, and causing to be placed, in said post office to be sent and 
delivered by said post office establishment, a large number, to wit, one 
hundred and fifty, "stickerettes” and one thousand other offenses each 
to consist in placing, and causing to be placed, in said post office, to be 
sent and delivered by said post office establishment, a copy of some one 
of the following books, to wit "Sabotage” by Emile Pouget, and "Sabo¬ 
tage” by Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, all of which publications contained 
information and advice advocating the commission of the fraudulent 
practices hereinafter set forth and all of which were for the purpose of 
executing a certain scheme and artifice to defraud the employers of 
labor hereinafter mentioned but whose names are to the grand jurors 
unknown; which was theretofore devised by said defendants: 

That said defendants would cheat and defraud out of money, em¬ 
ployers of labor throughout the United States, and particularly those 
employers of labor engaged in the manufacture of munitions and sup¬ 
plies for the United States Army and Navy, and those engaged in 
furnishing the raw materials out of which said munitions and supplies 
are made, and those engaged in the transportation of said munitions and 
supplies and raw materials, by entering or staying in the employ of said 
employers and receiving and accepting money from said employers for 
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working for the m and by procuring other members of the Industrial 
Workers of the World so to do, when, in fact, said defendants while 
accepting and receiving said money would secretly and covertly work 
against said employers and to their injury and detriment and would in¬ 
duce and persuade said other members so to do; that said defendants 
would demand stated wages under agreements binding them respec¬ 
tively to give their services to their employers in good faith, and would 
pretend to said employers that they would render efficient services, 
assist said employers in producing good products and render their ser¬ 
vices free from intentional injury to their employers, and would induce 
and persuade said other members so to do; that said defendants would 
demand stated wages under agreements binding them respectively to 
give their services to their employers in good faith, and would pretend 
to said employers that they would render efficient services, assist said 
employers in producing good products and render their services free 
from intentional injury to their employers, and would induce and per¬ 
suade said other members so to do; that they would hold said employ¬ 
ments and accept said employments with the secret purpose and intention 
not to render efficient service to said employers and not to produce good 
products but secretly and covertly to render inefficient service, and to 
purposely assist in producing bad and unmarketable products and in¬ 
tentionally to retard, slacken and reduce production wherever employed, 
and intentionally to restrict and decrease the profits of said employers 
and interfere with and injure their trade and business, and secretly and 
covertly to injure, break up and destroy the property of said employers; 
and that they would teach, incite, induce, did and abet said other 
members so to do. That as a part of said scheme and artifice, said de¬ 
fendants were to send and deliver by the post office establishment of 
the United States the newspapers, stickerettes and books aforesaid. 

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid, do further 
present, that in and for executing said unlawful and felonious con¬ 
spiracy, combination, confederation and agreement, said defendants at 
the several times and places hereinafter mentioned in that behalf, have 
done certain acts, that is to say: 

(1) Said defendants, on Saturday of each week during said period of 
time, caused to be printed, at Chicago aforesaid, in said division and 
district, fifteen thousand copies of said newspaper called "Solidarity.” 

(2) Said William D. Haywood, on May 25,1917, at Chicago afore¬ 
said, in said division and district, gave an order to Cahill-Carberry & 
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Company, of Chicago, to print and deliver to said William D. Haywood 
one million of said stickerettes. 

(3) Said defendants, on July 25, 1917, caused to be printed, at 
Chicago aforesaid, in said division and district, one thousand copies of 
said book called "Sabotage”, by said Elizabeth Gurley Fl ynn 
Against the peace and dignity of the United States, and contrary to 
the form of the statute of the same in such case made and provided. 

Charles F. Flynn 
United States Attorney 

William G. Fitts 
Assistant Attorney General 
Frank K. Nebekeg 

Special Assistant to the Attorney General 
Frank C. Dailey 

Special Assistant to the Attorney General 

Oliver E. Pagan 

Attorney, Department of Justice” 


Charles F. Clyne, federal attorney for the Northern Illinois District, officially handled 
copper miners in Bisbee, Arizona, crammed them into cattle cars, and stranded them 
die prosecution of the I.W.W. In actual fact, Frank K. Nebeker, formerly an attorney 
tor mining and smelting companies in the Mountain States and William C Fitts a 
former partner in an important Wall Street firm, did much of the case work. 
Nebeker replaced Clyne as the leading prosecutor during the trial. 
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